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Welcome

NetAcad Cup Webinar

will start soon…
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PROMO VIDEO



Cisco Networking 
Academy Cup

EMEA 
NetAcad Cup
In collaboration with Real Madrid CF

November 2025
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Europe Regional Manager

Gianna Li Calzi

Digital Marketing Manager

Raquel Martínez Hernández

Europe Technical Manager
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44743 Class Participants!

50 Teams competed in the CTF

The biggest competition so far!
Remember previous editions? 

29716 Student Participants!

16 Teams competed in the CTF

Let’s break the record!!

European Cyber Cup 2023 European Cyber Race 2024 EMEA NetAcad Cup 2025
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EMEA Cisco Networking Academy Cup 2025

Academies compete in a Learn-A-Thon to be in 
the Top 3 of its country

Qualified Academies access an exclusive Real 
Madrid Learning Collection and Compete in a 
Capture the Flag challenge regionally

Best 12 of each region face-off in a Final 
Capture the Flag about Networking to be the
EMEA Champions!
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Capture The Flag Phase

EMEA Finals

Regional Groups Phase

Qualifiers

Learn-a-thon 
National League

Group

1

• Learn-a-thon for all of EMEA
• Introductory courses from selected Collection
• Top 3 Academies from each country 

qualify for the next round

• Capture the Flag Networking Competition
• 24 teams compete (12 Europe / 12 MEA)
• Networking Essentials curriculum
• Winning team crowned champion of EMEA

• Capture the Flag Competition in each pool
• CTF based on Real Madrid Learning 

Collection
• Teams divided in 3 pools 
• Top 4 teams of each pool (24) progress to Finals

EUR MEA

8 weeks 

120 min

60 min

Europe CTF MEA CTF

Capture the flag

Group

2
Group

3
Group

1
Group

2
Group

3



Why participate
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Reasons for you to participate

• Opportunity to offer essentials
skills in your community, city, 
school, outside of your usual 
students

• Offer your students new skills
and digital badges = more 
opportunities

• Discover new technologies: AI, 
Industrial Networking, 
Cybersecurity

• Be at the forefront of all new 
courses, translated in many
languages

• Make netwoking cool again!

• Your Academy will make an
impact in your community

• Have a chance for your students
to stand out and compite at a 
regional level

• They will learn while collaborating
and compiting



EMEA Winner Prize:

5 VIPS tickets to La Liga match 
+ 5 tickets to a Technical
tour of the Bernabeu
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20 best Academies per 
region get Cisco prizes

Point system to 
calculate the top 3 

performing partners:

1. Academy Participation 
rate based on % 
participation of 
Academies active last 12 
months.

2. Adding # Participants 
Score

3. Adding # New 
Academies Score

4. Bonus points per 
qualified Academy in the 
National top 3

For the most innovative 
approach to driving 

participation. 

Award will be given at this 
year’s partner conference, 
along with dedicated Social 
Media promotion and special 
prizes handed in person

EMEA Champion

24 Teams 
in the Grand Final

12 Runner ups from the 
groups phase that don’t 

qualify for the Capture the 
Flag final. 

Top 3 Partners Innovation Award Top 40 Academies Winners Gran Final

Award categories

Learnathon Learnathon Learnathon Capture the flag
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Cyber Race Winner: Green Team
Chat with Olivier Herregodts



VIDEO



Register and Collect points



Registration Demo
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How to participate in the Learn-A-thon
Top 3 Academies per Country qualify to next phase

Introduction to 
Cybersecurity

Introduction to 
Modern AI

Digital Safety and 
Security Awareness 

Introduction to IoT 
and Digital 

transformation

Networking 
Basics

Industrial 
Networking

1 point/SP 
5 points/SC

Pathway Exam

50 points/badge
2 points/SP
10 points/SC

Earn points by creating and register classes into 
the competition. 

The score will be calculated on the sum of the 
points collected. 

SP = Student Participants: Students that
launch, interact, and complete course
activities.

SC = Student Completions: Students 
that complete the Final exam AND
Course Feedback Survey.

Badge Qualified: Students that complete 
the Career Path Exam with a score of 
70% (any attempt) or greater.
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Cisco Confidential

Examples of how points are counted
Leaderboard of a single Country

Leaderboard

Academy A Academy B Academy C

Course SPs SCs
Intro to Cyber 254 42
Intro to Modern AI 120 56

TOTAL POINTS 374 490

x1

x1

x5

x5

Course SPs SCs
Intro to Cyber 25 24
Intro to Modern AI 53 38
Networking Basics 28 26

TOTAL POINTS 134 570

x1

x1

x5

x5

x2 x10

Course SPs SCs
Intro to Modern AI 64 39
Networking Basics 32 24
Pathway Exam -- 30

TOTAL POINTS 128 1935

x1 x5

x2 x10

x50

Position Academy Points

1 Academy C 2063

2 Academy A 864

3 Academy B 704
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Cisco Confidential

How Academies qualify per Country
Phase 2 qualifiers – Top 3 of each country

France Morocco Moldova

P Academy Points
1 France Acad 23 2063
2 France Acad 12 864
3 France Acad 8 704
4 France Acad 5 543
5 France Acad 17 125

6 France Acad 11 98

P Academy Points
1 M. Academy 8 648
2 M. Academy 4 526
3 M. Academy 11 510
4 M. Academy 14 424
5 M. Academy 2 265

6 M. Academy 1 136

P Academy Points
1 Moldova A.3 468
2 Moldova A.5 125
3 Moldova A.1 62
4 Moldova A.9 14



Ideas & Strategies to win
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Cisco Confidential

Dealing with constraints

« I don’t have the time as it is, how can I take this on? »

Good news: You don’t need to teach the 
content to get the points

This campaign’s main motive is to encourage the 
students to get the badges and to expose them and you
to the content

Name an ambassador: driving students
to the classes doesn’t have to be your
job: 
Name one or several ambassadors and we will work with
you to recognize their efforts!

Pick an activity or 
chapter Open the exam
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Cisco Confidential

Driving adoption and participating

QR Code Campaigns

For academies attached to large institutions, convert the 
intro classes to QR codes that your students can distribute to 
their friends and classmates

Create a central website of your own

Put all the links in a central place presenting the competition, 
reach out to us if you need support with images or slides.

Emphasize the value of the badges

For students that are not necessarily it IT verticals, the intro 
level badges are an easy add-on to their resume and CV

How can I drive the numbers?



Marketing materials



What to expect in Phase 2
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The use case of Real Madrid

Real Madrid Learning Collection

Students will learn about how the Real 
Madrid is using Cisco Technologies.

Network Infrastructure

Data Center

Wireless 

Other solutions from digital signage 
to IP Fabric for Media. 
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Cisco Confidential

What is Capture the Flag?

• Students demonstrate their skills through hands-on 
Capture the Flag challenges, gaining practical 
experience.

• Same platform as Cisco Certificate in Ethical Hacking.

• Next generation learning platform where people can obtain 
hands-on experience, by solving real lab challenges in a 
gamified environment.
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Cisco Confidential

Components

Portal 
• Drives the story by 

presenting missions

Lab (optional)
• Packet Tracer or other 
tools. Perform the actual 

tasks for each mission 
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Cisco Confidential

Missions/Tasks/Flags

• Each mission comprises several tasks, which 

are outcomes to be accomplished.

• Tasks could have a detail page with general pointers 

- no lab guides are available.

• While solving each task objective, players need to 

find a flag (answer).

• If the flag is correct, points are earned and counted 

towards the overall score.

• Depending on the difficulty, hints may be available, 

generally at a certain cost (points).

• And to make everything entertaining, all scores 

are added to an event leaderboard. 
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Cisco Confidential

Collect points to win!
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EUROPE

GROUP PHASE

MEA + CIS

GROUP PHASE

EMEA FINAL

TOP 4 TOP 4 TOP 4 TOP 4 TOP 4 TOP 4

GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C

24 TEAMS



Common Questions
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Cisco Confidential

Some of your questions

- What are the outcomes for joining the webinar?

- Does the registration on the cup still open?

- Certificates of participation

- Only students from top 3 academies will be 
selected for the CTF? Instructor should 
accompany them?

- How to know about the collected points?

- Requirements to participate in the cup competition

- Is the competition only for students? If not, how 
are the participants be segmented?

- Questions about certifications, career paths, 
discount vouchers are out of the scope of this
webinar

→ Learn about NetAcad cup and register!

→ Yes! Until 31st December 2025

→ Yes!

→ Yes! A team of 4 students + 1 instructor

→ Leaderboard 

→ To be a NetAcad Academy in EMEA region

→ Students, instructors, Academies, partners…

→ Contact your ASC or watch Program updates
sessions from IPD Week http://cs.co/netacadipd 

http://cs.co/netacadipd
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Cisco Confidential

Recommendations

- Make sure you pick the right start date 12th January 2026

- Create the right course! Not all courses are included

- Make sure to include the self-enroll link in the form to register

- Don’t enter grades manually = won’t count as completed

- Digital badge is only necessary for the pathway exam

- For instructor-led classes, mark students as completed
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Registration is open!
Don’t miss your chance!

2025 2026

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May

REGISTRATION LEARN-ATHON

CAPTURE THE FLAG FINAL

09.10.2025
Registration Begins – At Partner Conference Europe
12.01.2026
Learn-a-thon Begins – At Partner Conference MEA
09.03.2026
Tabulation Process
23.03.2026
Announce qualifiers – launch Learning Collection
16.04.2026
Regional groups phase
17.04.2026 
Capture the Flag Final
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